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HGSA NSW/ACT BRANCH ASM AWARD GUIDELINES


For 2026, the NSW/ACT Branch has budgeted up to eight early bird registration fees to support members attending the Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM), to be held in Christchurch in August 2026. 

Applicants will be assessed in two categories:

1. Student Member
Early bird registration fees are available to student members of the HGSA (NSW/ACT Branch). 

2. HGSA Member
Early bird registration fees are available to HGSA members (NSW/ACT Branch) who are not students.


The decision reached by the HGSA NSW/ACT Branch Committee is final. In the event of several particularly meritorious Applications being received, the Branch Committee reserves the right to award additional Awards beyond those outlined above.

ELIGIBILITY

· The successful applicant must be a current financial member of the HGSA NSW/ACT Branch (Student Member or HGSA Member).
· The applicant must have submitted an abstract to the 2026 HGSA ASM and be the presenting author (oral or poster). 
· Only one Application will be considered per abstract.
· Applicants who have received an HGSA NSW/ACT Branch Award in the last 2 years are not eligible to apply.
· Applicants must disclose details of funding applications from other sources and note whether any of these applications are awaiting outcomes
· Applicants who are successful in receiving funding awards from another source must forfeit one award.


JUDGING CRITERIA

· Abstracts will be judged by the HGSA NSW/ACT Branch Committee against the HGSA Scientific Program Committee rubric.
· If a member of the Committee, or a student directly supervised by a member of the Committee applies, the Committee member will be excluded from the judging the category.
· The top-ranked applicants may be requested to present at the HGSA NSW/ACT Annual General Meeting in June (date to be confirmed).

TERMS

· Applicants whose abstract is not accepted for the HGSA ASM will be deemed ineligible.
· Successful applicants must be available to present their work (in-person or online) at a HGSA NSW/ACT Branch Annual General Meeting. 
· Successful applicants will be asked to provide a one-page written summary of their work and reflections on the meeting within six weeks of the meeting and agree to have this published on the HGSA website or in a branch newsletter.
· Successful awardees who do not attend the ASM in person without reasonable justification must return the total amount of the award.

APPLICATION PROCESS & IMPORTANT DATES

Please refer to the announcement of the Travel Awards
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